Between Scylla and Charybdis: How Christians should avoid both Integralism and National Conservatism

Today some Catholics are returning to integralism while others are embracing an ideology of
national conservatism. But neither an ultramontane theocratic absolutism nor an absolutism of
nation-state sovereignty are truly Catholic options. In the latter case Christians should not
subordinate religion instrumentally to nationalism. In the former case it is ironic that an
integralism of the right espouses theologically ‘pure nature’, thereby misconceiving church
authority as overridingly coercive while also potentially aligning it with sheerly secular
ideologies. We need instead a ‘left integralism’ subordinating state and market to a plurally
corporatist and gift-exchanging social order that is ultimately upheld by the ecclesial community
of charity and reconciliation.



